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FSB National Chairman

It is a great honour on behalf
of FSB in Northern Ireland
to celebrate the winners of
the 2020 Awards and to
recognise and honour the
best small businesses in this
amazing part of the world.
We have been thrilled to see so
many people enthusiastically take
part in our new-look awards and
the sheer scale and diversity of

businesses who have sent in their
entries is a great testimony to
the vitality of the small business
community in Northern Ireland.

We are disappointed that
this year we were unable
to hold a live final and wish
every business success
in the future and would
hope to see you at a future
awards event.

REGIONAL VIEWPOINT

Brendan Kearney,
NI Region Group
Chairperson

In a time of great turbulence
and uncertainty in the
small business sector, how
wonderful it is to celebrate
those SMEs across Northern
Ireland who display such
resilience, innovation and
ambition and continue to be
the leading sector in our local
economy.
Once again our judging panel
had an unenviable task in trying
to shortlist from the many entries
in this year’s call – all applicants
hoping to replicate the great
value our winners and shortlisted
businesses last year enjoyed with
the accolades, media exposure

and recognition that they should
be and deserve to be “celebrated”.
All our finalists should be proud of
their stories of success that have
prompted their inclusion.
Thank you to all our sponsors
whose support allows us to
continue to make this a standout
event for the small business
calendar and thanks also to all
the politicians, organisational
partners and colleagues who
take a great interest in the SME
sector and FSB’s work on its
behalf.
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International
Business of the Year
InspecVision Ltd

Animal Health Vision UK Ltd

InspecVision develop, manufacture and
sell 2D and 3D measurement systems for
industrial applications. The core product
is the Planar 2D system. The core market
is the sheet metal industry. InspecVision
developed the world’s fastest 2D
measurement system. Other systems on the
market were expensive, slow and complex to
use. The Planar 2D is lower cost, faster and
user friendly.

AHV is an innovative animal health company
that primarily works within the dairy industry.
AHV embraced the science of Quorum
Sensing, which deactivates pathogenic
microorganisms, which enables the animals’
own immune system to fight infections. This
breaks down the anti-microbial resistance
within the animal and dramatically reduces
the usage of antibiotics.

Abbey Upholsterers

www.obbisolutions.com

www.inspecvision.com

INSURANCE ADVICE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES
ACROSS THE UK, IN ALL SECTORS

www.abbeyupholsterers.com
Abbey Upholsterers is leading in the provision
of bespoke high end furnishings, upholstery
and fit out to the leisure market and private
clients. Using local craftsmanship honed
through decades of skills development, an
excellent eye for detail and a finely tuned
listening ear for client needs, Abbey has
created and exported bespoke commissions
across Ireland, UK, Europe and globally.

Environmental Street Furniture
www.worldofesf.com
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Business & Product
Innovation Award

Environmental Street Furniture is a Northern
Ireland based, global designer and supplier
of street, themed and site furnishings, as
well as solar and security products. The
company, which began trading in 2013,
offers a comprehensive product range that
can be uniquely customised to the needs of
each individual customer, setting ESF aside
from the competition. In 2020, the company
has supplied products to 22 different
countries, across five continents.

www.ahvint.com/en

OBBI Solutions Ltd
OBBI Solutions is an award-winning,
innovative, Cloud-based, software platform
that revolutionises an organisation’s
Business Processes. It helps their people,
their productivity, their profits and
delivers peace of mind by integrating HR,
Operations, Health & Safety, Compliance
and Facility Management on one unique,
user-friendly platform.

MAS Protection

www.masprotection.com
MAS Protection was established in 2019
by three Northern Ireland businessmen
who created an innovative solution to save
lives. Using best practices in defibrillator
and street furniture knowledge, as well
as product design, MAS Protection offers
a solution to identifying and solving
deployment and monitoring problems when
locating lifesaving defibrillators.

Lowden Guitars

www.lowdenguitars.com
Founder and luthier George Lowden began
manufacturing Lowden Guitars by hand in
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Northern Ireland 45 years ago. Learning the
trade ‘the hard way’ through self-teaching,
George’s focus on craftsmanship, quality
and experimentation with new shapes,
bracing designs and other innovations has
contributed to his rise to one of the highestregarded guitar makers in the world.

Micro Business
of the Year
OBBI Solutions Ltd
www.obbisolutions.com

OBBI’s team of 6 has created an innovative,
Cloud-based solution that revolutionises an
organisation’s Business Processes. It helps
their people, their productivity, their profits
and delivers peace of mind by integrating
HR, Operations, Health & Safety, Compliance
and Facility Management on one unique,
user-friendly platform.

Taylored Workwear Ltd
www.tayloredworkwear.co.uk

Taylored Workwear Ltd is an Antrim and
Newtownabbey borough based company
supplying PPE, uniforms for the haulage
industry and truck dealerships. It was set
up in 1998 by Shelly Taylor, the driving
force behind the business with customer
satisfaction at the core of her values and
these values are instilled in all employees.

Blind Envy

www.blindenvy.org
Blind Envy is a bespoke window blind
business which operates in the areas of Co.
Down and Co. Antrim. Home consultations
and measurement service provides the
customer with an in-house service in which
they will explore the vast range of fabrics,
styles, textiles and options available to them.

Central Belfast Apartments
www.centralbelfastapartments.com

Central Belfast Apartments is an
accommodation provider offering business
and leisure travellers self-catering living
in the heart of Belfast city centre. Director
Dave Cordner purchased his first property in
2014. Since then, Central Belfast Apartments
has flourished to become the number one
rated provider of serviced accommodation
in Belfast.

The Transfer Tutor App
www.thetransfertutor.co.uk

The Transfer Tutor is a web-based app
offering online quizzes in Maths and English
for children preparing for the AQE/GL test
(11+ test in Northern Ireland). In total, there
are thirty online quizzes which children
do on their mobile devices and these are
broken down into individual topics for
focused learning.

David Meade Ltd/
David Meade Events
www.davidmeade.co.uk

David Meade Events is a highly successful
international events speaking and training
company that since its establishment in
2012 has seen considerable growth year
after year. David Meade Events, run by
renowned speaker and broadcaster David
Meade, delivers high-end corporate events,
learning and development workshops and
keynote speaking services to blue-chip
companies worldwide.

Beyond Skin Clinic

www.beyondskinclinic.com
Beyond Skin is an aesthetics clinic owned
and managed by Gillian Rossborough and
Jennie Wallace. Since 2016 they have
used their skills and knowledge to build a

business which is now recognised as the #1
clinic in Ireland. The clinic provides cosmetic
and medical skin treatments. Members of
DANAI and ACE Guidelines Group, Beyond
Clinic are advocates for regulation within the
aesthetics industry.

Groundswell

www.groundswellgrowth.com
Groundswell is a specialist ecommerce and
digital agency partnering with companies
to help successfully grow their business
online. Groundswell create and execute
ecommerce growth strategies, act as an
extension of in-house teams and work as
long-term partners to deliver results by
supporting overall business direction and
executing tactical work.

iPhix Group Ltd
www.iphixni.com

Started by entrepreneur Justin Milligan
in 2014, iPhix is NI’s premier smartphone,
tablet, laptop, PC and console repair
specialist. With a strong focus on excellent
customer service, iPhix has developed into
Northern Ireland’s leading independent
repair outlet for fast, efficient and friendly
repairs to all your personal devices.

Environmental
Award
Larchfield Estate

www.larchfieldestate.co.uk
Larchfield Estate is an exclusive use events
and accommodation venue based in Lisburn,
Co Down. Specialising in corporate and
private events, the in-house events team
work closely with clients to create bespoke,
tailored experiences, suitable for 10 - 400
guests, with accommodation for 37 on site.

MCL Consulting
www.mclni.com

MCL Consulting was founded in 2007 and
has since grown to be an industry leader
in environmental consultancy, delivering
12 different disciplines from a team of
13 in-house scientists. The disciplines
include: Ecology, Air Noise and Odour,
Hydrogeology, Contaminated Land,
Hydrology, Flood Risk, Geotechnical,
Environmental Monitoring, Topographical
and Japanese Knotweed Treatment.

Animal Health Vision UK Ltd
www.ahvint.com/en

AHV, based in Augher, Co. Tyrone, is an
innovative animal health company that
primarily works within the dairy industry.
AHV embraced the science of Quorum
Sensing, which deactivates pathogenic
microorganisms, which enables the animals’
own immune system to fight infections. This
breaks down the anti-microbial resistance
within the animal and dramatically reduces
the usage of antibiotics, benefitting the
farmer, livestock, environment, food chain
and end consumer.

High-Growth
Business of the Year
Version 1

www.version1.com
Version 1 is a market leader in IT services.
Their NI head office was opened in Belfast
in 2012 with the assistance of InvestNI and
an ambition to grow the team to 26 people.
The NI team have really exceeded that
ambition through incremental growth and an
exceptional year in 2018; growing the team
to 100 people, providing services to over 20
local and international customers.
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Balmoral Healthcare
www.balmoral.healthcare

Balmoral Healthcare is one of Northern
Ireland’s leading healthcare agencies. For
the past 20 years, they’ve been building on
their excellent reputation for recruiting only
the highest caliber of Registered Nurses,
Paramedics, Senior Care Assistants and
Healthcare Assistants for both the public
and private sectors, filling thousands of
vacancies each year.

AES Global Ltd

www.aesglobalonline.com
AES Global began its journey in 2004 as a
one-man security installation company. The
company founder Paul Creighton began
his search for a more user-friendly wireless
access control system. He searched the
market and finding nothing suitable, he
decided, as an Electronic Engineer, to
draw on his knowledge and subsequently
designed one of the first GSM intercoms
ever sold in the UK.

InspecVision Ltd

www.inspecvision.com
InspecVision develop, manufacture and
sell 2D and 3D measurement systems for
industrial applications. The core product
is the Planar 2D system. The core market
is the sheet metal industry. InspecVision
developed the world’s fastest 2D
measurement system. The Planar 2D is
lower cost, faster and user friendly.

Precept IT

www.precept.it
Precept IT provide innovative IT solutions,
services and IT support, with a long history
of helping a diverse range of businesses
achieve their IT goals, plus 95% of IT
Support issues are completed remotely

within 30 minutes. They make local
businesses and not for profits more resilient
and more flexible by making sure everything
runs smoothly, by driving business efficiency
through technology.

Momentum Group

Led by Managing Director Tom Verner, The
Momentum Group is Northern Ireland’s
multi-award-winning R&D Tax Credit
Advisory Firm. Their primary purpose is to
help businesses secure the maximum tax
relief from the Revenue’s Research and
Development (R&D Tax Credit) initiative.

Family Business
of the Year
Uberfone Ltd

www.uberfone.co.uk
Uberfone are the largest mobile phone and
tablet accessories specialists in Northern
Ireland. They also provide mobile phone
and tablet repairs in each store. Having
started out in 2014, they now have 10 stores
across the country located in the following
areas: Dunmurry, Castlecourt, Forestside,
Newtownabbey, Ballymena, Londonderry,
Craigavon, Newry and Bangor.

McGreevy Engineering

www.mcgreevyengineering.co.uk
McGreevy Engineering is a secondgeneration family business established in
1980, specialising in precision machined
components, with internal engineering
capabilities using Mastercam to support
5-axis milling and multi axis turn mill machine
tools. McGreevy Engineering utilises
advanced manufacturing technologies in a
lean environment, producing products from
Titanium, Inconel and Aluminium.

Craft Training Ltd

www.craftrecruitment.com
Established in 1994 as a furniture training
company, Furniture Matters, the only one in
Northern Ireland at the time, Seamus Nealis
and his wife Marie entered the world of
training and education, providing recognised
qualifications for the people of Northern
Ireland. Now, as Craft Training Ltd, they are
one of the leading training and education
providers throughout Ireland.

Abbey Upholsterers

www.abbeyupholsterers.com
Since 1920 the Devlin family vision has
held Abbey Upholsterers. Today Abbey
Upholsterers is a multimillion pound
company with over 120 employees, leading
in the provision of bespoke high end
furnishings, upholstery and fit out to the
leisure market and private clients.

Christies Direct

www.christiesdirect.com
Colin Christie began Christies Direct, with
wife Hilary-Anne, in 1992, selling large
animal equipment at home. The company
is now one of the largest pet grooming
suppliers in the world. With 98 staff they are
one of the largest employers in the local
area with the most visited pet grooming
supplies website in Europe and the 2nd
most visited website worldwide

CCP Gransden Ltd
www.ccp-gransden.com

CCP Gransden is a leading specialist in
advanced composite manufacture. Over its
long history the company has evolved from
the ship building and repair industry into the
development and manufacture of advanced
composites across high value manufacturing
sectors. In 2019 CCP Gransden celebrated

125 years in business, still a family business,
five generations on from its founding in 1894.

Young Entrepreneur
of the Year
Declan Murdock
- AJC Illuminations
www.ajc-group.com

Declan is Director of AJC Illuminations
launched in May 2019, specialising in Festive
Lighting and Event Services with its HQ
located at its own self-contained 70,000 sq
ft premises in Downpatrick. AJC Illuminations
are the only manufacturing company in
Ireland producing bespoke festive lighting
and event installations locally.

Katie Matthews
- The Mind Tribe UK
www.themindtribeuk.com

Katie is a 28-year-old, multi-award-winning
Edupreneur, and is the Founder of 2
businesses - Excel In Education Tutoring
School, The Mind Tribe UK, and the
voluntary organisation, Young Entrepreneur’s
Network NI. The Mind Tribe UK trains
educators and professionals in how to
support students’ mental health, delivering
childrens’ mindfulness workshops, resilience
and growth mindset training.

Start-Up Business
of the Year
Stay in Belfast

www.stayinbelfast.co.uk
Stay in Belfast is unconventional guest
accommodation in the heart of Belfast’s
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Queen’s Quarter. The purpose was to give
guests a hotel-like service without the price
tag with the added bonus of additional
flexible spaces for guests to self-cater, have
additional workspace and extra space to
relax with follow travellers.

Workplus

www.workplus.app
Workplus helps people find their perfect
apprenticeship. It coordinates and promotes
professional apprenticeships and makes
them easier to apply for. It works with
companies across a variety of sectors
in Northern Ireland to meet their skills
requirements and create professional
employment opportunities for young people.

All Seasons B&B

www.allseasonsportrush.com
All Seasons is a local family run bed and
breakfast facility on the North Coast. The
B&B which has been called a “Hidden Gem”
and likened to a small hotel provides nine
high quality en-suite bedrooms. It has been
tastefully thought out to the last detail for the
guests comfort, convenience and enjoyment
which is why visitors have returned again
and again to avail of its hospitality and home
from home ambiance.

Coastguard Boat House
on Belfast Lough
www.belfastboathouse.com

The Coastguard Boat House on Belfast
Lough is the one (dating back over 150
years) that you can sleep in! Its start up
story, is about how Carol and Colin (the
owners) spotted an opportunity in a derelict
building, saw the potential and developed a
unique product. It is about how to create an
international tourism destination in a place,
(Whiteabbey) unknown for its tourist draw.

Pinnacle Professional

Granville EcoPark

Houston Solutions Ltd

Pinnacle is a business advisory firm, whose
key goal is enabling business growth for
their clients. Pinnacle’s approach to working
with clients is based upon developing a
true partnership, going above and beyond,
recognising that each client is individual
and unique and striving to create a win-win
environment for both the client and Pinnacle.

Granville EcoPark are an Award winning
Enhanced Anaerobic Digestion facility based
near Dungannon. Their process utilises food
waste as a resource to create their range
of products including; an organic fertiliser,
renewable electricity and a sustainable
fuel called biomethane. It is their mission to
create renewable products from valuable
resources like this to ultimately benefit the
environment.

At Houston Solutions, it’s all about
relationships. They are a bespoke strategic
advisory firm for leaders. From the design
and execution of business development
opportunities to influencing, connecting and
engaging at the most senior levels - Houston
Solutions are trusted advisors to leaders
across UK, Ireland and the US.

www.pinnacle-ni.com

The Lighthouse Bar and Grill
www.lighthousebarandgrill.co.uk

The Lighthouse is the first venture into
restaurant ownership by Jamie Grant.
Providing a family friendly environment with
fresh, innovative and affordable offerings has
helped put this restaurant on the map locally.

MACC Hair Belfast
www.macchair.co.uk

MACC hair was created in the hip and trendy
Cathedral Quarter of Belfast - MACC hair is
owned by Mark, husband Ciaran - Aaron and
wife Claire Louise. Making up the four pillars
of MACC. Their aim is to bring the best in
hairdressing to the high street with a diverse
and unique salon experience.

Wellbeing
Award
Adventures Day Nursery
www.adventuresdaynursery.com

Adventures Day Nursery is a multi-awardwinning nursery, opened in 2006 on the
Glen Road in Belfast. The nursery ethos
is that every child and adult can, and will
reach their full potential if they are treated
as an individual within a safe, supportive and
respectful environment. The management
and staff work tirelessly to deliver this ethos.

www.granvilleecopark.com

Outsource Solutions (NI)
Limited
www.osgroup.co.uk

Outsource are a leading Northern Irish
based IT Managed Services and Security
company providing a ground breaking and
innovative suite of IT Managed Services,
all delivered by the most professional,
thoughtful and caring staff in the industry.
Other company offerings including IT
Training, Insurance, Security & Vulnerability
testing, Wi-Fi as a Service an innovative
bespoke Full Cloud Office product.

Community
Award
SPAR Loughbrickland

SPAR Loughbrickland, located between
Banbridge and Newry in County Down, was
purpose built and opened in June 2017.
Owned by the Beckett brothers, Aaron and
Dale, and part of Manor Retail Group, these
brothers, both still in their early 30s, really
are entrepreneurs in the forecourt and
convenience field.

www.houstonsolutions.co.uk

Hagan Homes Ltd

www.haganhomes.co.uk
Ballyclare-based Hagan Homes is one of
Northern Ireland’s largest homebuilders
having built over 4,000 homes since its
setup 30 years ago. It has, with tenacity and
foresight, gone on to succeed and recover
in a market accented by peaks and troughs,
selling 90 houses in the first year of the
recession and growing that number to 207
in 2016/17.

Digital/E-commerce
Business of the Year
Craigmore

www.craigmoreonline.co.uk
Established for over 25 years, Craigmore
is an independent supplier of welding,
cleaning and industrial tools. Their curated
catalogue of quality product lines allows
them to specialise and deliver the high level
of product provision and support that the
market has come to expect. Craigmore has
shown continuous success and growth now
selling in over 20 countries.
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The Present Tree

www.thepresenttree.com
The Present Tree is a thriving online shop
specialising in beautifully wrapped tree
gifts. The collection of trees is organically
nurtured by the company’s expert team and
freshly delivered with a personal message
and the story of the tree’s ancient symbolism
enclosed. The Present Tree has a strong,
clear vision to be the ‘Interflora’ for trees.

Irish Whiskey Auctions
www.irishwhiskeyauctions.ie

IWA was formed from a hobby of owner,
Anthony Sheehy and his wife Katie, from
a casual conservation in early 2018 with
a fellow Whiskey collector when they
discussed the absence of a dedicated portal
to buy and sell Irish Whiskey. A sleepless
night and a domain purchasing session later
and the idea developed into something that
could happen.

Built For Growth Digital
www.builtforgrowthdigital.com

Built For Growth Digital is an ecommerce
agency that provides a unique end-to-end
approach to achieving ecommerce growth
for over 60 clients across UK and Ireland
spanning retailers, manufacturers and
distributors. BFG has unrivalled ecommerce
expertise in international trading, offering
ecommerce consultancy, creative design,
PPC, Paid Social and Affiliate Marketing.

Self-Employed/
Sole Trader of the Year
JAMMco Cosmetics
www.jamm-co.co.uk

JAMMco Cosmetics provide HD and
camera ready products, whilst focusing on
hypo allergenic, paraben free and cruelty
free products for sensitive skins. They
deliver on trend products with cutting edge
technologies. They have developed the
Brand into a recognised Salon offering beauty
treatments and professional makeup services.

Feel Good Hypnosis
www.feel-good.today

Turan has used hypnosis for the last 10
years and for three and a half years has
been a full-time hypnotist performing
change work (hypnotherapy). Starting
as a hobby, it developed into Street
Hypnosis before moving to paid hypnosis
entertainment. It was only a matter of
time before he was asked to help people
change their lives with hypnosis.

The Mind Tribe UK

www.themindtribeuk.com
Katie is the Founder of The Mind Tribe
UK and trains educators to support
student’s mental health, delivers childrens’
mindfulness workshops, resilience and
growth mindset training. The Mind Tribe UK
delivers corporate workshops, implementing
mental health and well-being strategies in
the workplace, and also runs a mental health
community support group.

NI SILVER

www.nisilver.com
NI SILVER’s jewellery design business
produces mini 3D images of local iconic
landmarks, bridges and architecture from

around Northern Ireland into stylish silver
and gold jewellery. The iconic Mi-NI images
range allows recipients to instantly create a
sentimental Northern Irish connection, so it
appeals not only to locals, but to expats and
tourists alike.

LD Kitchens & Sliding Doors

LD Kitchens & Sliding Doors is a kitchen
design and sliding door fitting company.
They supply and fit your dream kitchen
and made to measure sliding doors at
very competitive prices. They have a great
relationship with their customers and always
aim to work within their budget.

Congratulations
to all our finalists.
Hope to see you all
at a future event.

#FSBAWARDS

