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Celebrating small businesses
FSB NI’s Celebrating Small Business Awards 2019 were a real success, with businesses from
right across Northern Ireland lifting prizes in a host of categories. From sole traders, through
micro businesses, to those with substantial workforces, the awards attracted a tremendous
number and range of entries. Hosted again by Wendy Austin MBE, of BBC’s Inside Business,
the Awards have already established themselves as a highly valued platform within the
small business sector. The 2020 Awards will recognise achievements in 12 categories at a
prestigious awards ceremony in the Crowne Plaza Hotel at Shaw’s Bridge in Belfast.
Sponsoring the FSB NI Celebrating Small Business Awards offers an excellent opportunity to position your
brand alongside a high profile and comprehensively marketed event that champions the best small businesses
in Northern Ireland. Last year, the Awards generated extensive broadcast and print media coverage, and
enjoyed widespread engagement across social media, with #FSBAwards being the top trending hashtag on the
day of the event. In addition to traditional and social media, FSB will engage in multi-platform promotion of the
awards through our websites, emails and direct marketing (print and online), with your brand at the forefront.
Applications are now open and lead up to the Northern Ireland final on 1 April 2020. Entries are not only open to FSB
members but also to all small businesses across Northern Ireland who are encouraged to get involved and apply.
The Awards ceremony itself is expected to be a sell-out once again, building on last year’s success. The event will
open with a drinks reception followed by a two course lunch and promises to be an afternoon of celebration and
excitement.
Our sponsorship packages provide a wide range of opportunities, allowing for organisations and businesses of any
size to get involved and help celebrate Northern Ireland’s small business community.
As with last year, the Northern Ireland winners will also be entered for the UK-wide grand final which will be held in
London in May 2019.
For more information on sponsorship opportunities at all the awards events,
please visit: www.fsbawards.co.uk
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The areas
February 2020
1. South West
2. North West
March 2020
3. East Midlands
4. West Midlands
5. London
6. Wales
7. North East
8. Scotland
9. South East
10. East of England
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April 2020
10. Northern Ireland
11. Yorkshire and the Humber
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The Categories
International Business of the Year

success that belies their age. Judges will be looking for young
entrepreneurs that have seized the opportunity to establish
their own business and are passionate for progress. This
entrepreneur will be a beacon of inspiration to business people
irrespective of age and industry.

The International Business of the Year Award is open to both
novice and established importers and exporters. Judges will
be looking for businesses that can demonstrate how working
internationally has benefited their business profitability, growth
and strategy.

Wellbeing Award of the Year

Environmental Award

This award recognises businesses that are creating an
environment for their employees to succeed by demonstrating
their commitment to the health and wellbeing of their
workforce. Judges will be looking for those businesses that
promote and encourage wellbeing and positive health amongst
their employees through a number of initiatives.

This award is designed to recognise the most ethical, socially
responsible or green business. Open to any small business
which has helped to drive environmental improvements across
their business and/or the wider green economy. Judges
will be looking for businesses that can highlight their main
sustainability achievements, demonstrate how they have made
an invaluable contribution to their business, and showcase how
they are helping to drive wider progress in the green economy
as a whole.

Community Award – Area Only
This is the category for businesses who partake in initiatives
that support their local community, including apprenticeships, or
make a positive impact through employee led activities. Judges
will be looking for evidence of businesses that have been
either set up to support the community through their activities
or for businesses who help support the community through
donations, resources or other activities.

Micro Business of the Year
This award celebrates micro businesses punching above
their weight with fewer than 10 employees. Judges will be
looking for businesses that have demonstrated strong revenue
growth and a product or service of a quality that stands above
competitors.

Business and Product Innovation Award
This award is where bold, new business models and innovative
products delivering dramatic results can shine. Judges will be
looking for businesses which either offer a ground-breaking
product or service, or that are using an exciting new approach
to improve or disrupt a traditional market.

Start-Up Business of the Year
This award is open to start-up businesses operating for under
two years in any business sector. Judges will be looking
for businesses that have identified and exploited a market
opportunity while building a solid foundation upon which their
business can thrive.

Digital / E-commerce Business of the Year

This award is open to businesses that have experienced
exceptional growth in sales, profit, market share or employment.
Judges will be looking for an organisation that can demonstrate
the highest levels of growth with a strong plan for sustainable
financial performance.

This award is for businesses that have the resilience required
for the fast paced nature of doing business online. The award
will go to the business that has delivered an outstanding online
customer journey, showing responsiveness to customers’
needs, with the business results and growth to match. Judges
will be looking for businesses that have used digital innovation
and/or e-commerce to achieve growth, exceptional customer
experience and increased financial performance.

Family Business of the Year

Self-Employed / Sole Trader of the Year

Championing the big contribution family firms make to business,
this category seeks to reward the UK’s top family-run SME
with less than 250 employees. Judges will be looking for an
organisation that can demonstrate how the family business’s
nature and values have contributed to success across the
business.

This award recognises sole traders and the self-employed
and celebrates the tenacity and drive it takes to go it alone.
Judges will be looking for you to demonstrate considerable
progression, a sound business plan and a sense of purpose
for their future. Judges will be looking for the self-employed
or sole trader who has shown consistent growth backed by
a strong financial performance, while demonstrating a clear
understanding of the markets that you operate in.

High Growth Business of the Year

Young Entrepreneur (aged 30 and under)
This award is for entrepreneurs aged 30 or under who
have demonstrated the traits to achieve a level of business
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Opportunities
There are various sponsorship packages available and demand
is already high so do not delay in registering your interest!

HEADLINE AWARD SPONSOR

Single Area - £3,000, UK Final - £50,000, all Areas and UK Final - £75,000

•

Logo and link on the FSB Celebrating Small Business Awards website

•

Company profile bio and hyperlink on the FSB Celebrating Small Business Awards website

•

“Message from the headline award sponsor” to be included on the FSB Celebrating Small Business Awards
website for the area sponsored

•

Credits on marketing, advertising and promotional activity generated for the awards where appropriate

•

Logo on all invitations sent to attendees for the awards final sponsored

•

Opportunity for branding and representation at each awards final sponsored

•

Thank you and recognition at the award ceremony

•

Company logo on area final table plan

•

Credits in the event script and on screen

•

2 complimentary tickets plus 10% discount on any additional tickets purchased at area level
and/or 1 x table of 10 people at the UK final ceremony in prime location

•

Full set of photographs supplied for download after the final

•

Inclusion in awards press release (associated social media promotion and on www.fsb.org.uk)

•

Present award with awards host

•

Company name engraved on overall winner’s trophy at UK Final

•

Acknowledgement/or advertisement within the awards programme including full page company profile

•

On stage opening address with FSB National Chairman at UK Final or with host at an area level

•

Logo on event signage

•

Prominent seating within the awards ceremony
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Opportunities
CATEGORY AWARD SPONSOR
Single Area - £1,100, UK Final - £15,000, all Areas and UK Final - £18,000
•

Logo and hyperlink to your website from the FSB Celebrating Small Business Awards website

•

Credits on marketing, advertising and promotional activity generated for the awards where appropriate

•

Opportunity for branding and representation at each awards sponsored

•

Announce the winner of the category sponsored

•

The opportunity for a senior representative of your company to present the award and to be
photographed with the winners

•

Logo on screen and credits in script during your sponsorship category

•

Company name/logo engraved on award winner trophy

•

Acknowledgement within the awards programme

•

2 complimentary tickets plus 10% discount on any additional tickets purchased for sponsorship at area
level and/or 4 complimentary tickets for sponsorship at UK Final level

RECEPTION DRINKS SPONSOR
Single Area - £550, UK Final - £12,500

•

Exclusive sponsorship with company name associated with reception
i.e. FSB Celebrating Small Business Awards 2020 Welcome Drinks Reception sponsored by –*

•

Logo and hyperlink on the FSB Celebrating Small Business Awards website

•

Credits on marketing, advertising and promotional activity generated for the awards where appropriate

•

Credits in the events script and on screen at each awards area sponsored

•

2 complimentary tickets plus 10% discount on any additional tickets purchased at area level and/or 4
complimentary tickets at UK Final level

•

Listing in the programme at area level and one page colour advert for the UK Final programme
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Opportunities
BAG SPONSOR

Single Area - £550, UK Final - £1,500, All Areas and UK Final - £5,000

•

Exclusive rights to place promotional bag on each table seat (subject to organiser’s approval)

•

Logo and hyperlink on the FSB Celebrating Small Business Awards website

•

Credits on marketing, advertising and promotional activity generated for the awards where appropriate

•

Listing in event programme

•

Credits in the events script and on screen

•

1 complimentary ticket plus 10% discount on any additional tickets purchased

GIFTS SPONSOR

Single Area - £550, UK Final - £1,500, All Areas and UK Final - £5,000
(Sponsor to fund own gifts and responsible for any delivery costs)

•

Exclusive rights to place promotional ‘gift’ on each table or every place setting (subject to organiser’s
approval) in a prime location

•

Logo and link on the FSB Celebrating Small Business Awards website

•

Credits on marketing, advertising and promotional activity generated for the awards where appropriate

•

Listing in the events programme

•

Credits in the events script and on screen

•

1 complimentary ticket plus 10% discount on any additional tickets purchased

TABLE WINE SPONSOR
Single area £750, UK Final - £5,000, All Areas and UK Final - £12,000
(Cost of wine borne by FSB)
•

Sponsor of the table wine, including a bottle tag on each bottle with your company logo

•

Logo and link on the FSB Celebrating Small Business Awards website

•

1 complimentary ticket plus 10% discount on any additional tickets purchased

•

Credits on marketing, advertising and promotional activity generated for the awards where appropriate

•

Listing in the event programme
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Want to get
involved?
please contact
Juliette Brown

Helen McDowell

T 01253 361101
E fsbevents@fsb.org.uk

T 01253 336008
E fsbevents@fsb.org.uk

